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The needs of each child and of each group of children
determine the approach and the kind of projects through
which the harmonious ensemble is sought.
THE CLASS GOES  SHOPPING
Pupils in the upper elementary years combine the study of
art in dress with that of buying clothes. They profit by study-
ing in the store itself as there they see a profusion of goods
from which to choose, and experience the shopping relation-
ship with salespeople. Trips to stores should be made with
foresight, they should be planned in advance, and what con-
stitutes consideration of the merchant and his salespeople
should be kept in mind.
Field trips of any kind are an essential part of the child's
learning and as such are carefully planned and carried out.
The teacher usually makes preliminary contacts and arrange-
ments when the class sees the desirability of a trip. The date,
time of day, the numbers that can be accommodated at one
time, and other details are planned with the manager in
charge of the place to be visited. It is well to give him a
written statement of the purpose of the visit and what the
class hopes to learn from it. Permission to make the trip is
also obtained from the principal of the school and each child's
parents.
Definite things to look for and to be learned are set up by
the pupils before they go on the well-planned trip. Each
child might take responsibility for reporting back to the class
findings* on one or more specific questions. For example, on
the trip to the clothing store a salesman might show complete
wardrobe ensembles which are fashionable, serviceable, and
harmonious. If this is not possible in the one department, a
more intensive study might be made of certain articles such
as shirts, ties, and sweaters (or sweaters, skirts, and blouses for
girls). Questions such as follow and some answers sought
show how a problem may be previewed by the group and
smaller questions considered by individual children.